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SIMON COLLINS 

 

 

8217 Private Simon Collins, Cambridgeshire (1st T.F.) Regt 

There’s a sad parallel story running behind Wilfred’s, involving his cousin Simon. Simon Collins was 

the youngest son of Wilf’s uncle Charles, a gamekeeper working on the Grange Estate.  Simon was 

older than Wilf, born in 1882; his mother had died when he was two.  He’d worked at various jobs, 

one of them a Pottery Carter lodging, with his older brother William, in Weston super Mare.  

By 1911 he was back in BSM living with the family and working as a labourer.  Later that year he 

married Annie Brownsell of Chardstock, and they had a daughter, Lucy, in Nov 1912 – she was 

baptized at BSM in Feb 1913.  By 1916 they were living in Combe Street in Chard, and during that 

year Simon was called up.  At the end of September was he sent to the Cambridgshire Regt, a 

Territorial Forces unit, based in Cambridge. He travelled there with other recruits from Taunton. 

What went wrong, and what his state of mind must have been we don’t know.  His fellow recruits 

realised he was miserable and withdrawn and tried to support him, but the next morning he cut his 

throat.  So no plaudits or hero’s welcome for Simon, no featuring on the Memorial Board in BSM 

Church or the Roll of Honour in the School log book. 

At the inquest and in the Army’s records it looks as if everyone behaved decently – there are some 

rather naïve but certainly well-meaning comments from his superior officer.  The Army record skirts 

round the difficult problem of suicide (then illegal) by mentioning temporary insanity, and his 

daughter was given a pension till she was 16.  He is buried in Cambridge City Cemetery beneath the 

normal military headstone. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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LUCY COLLINS 
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