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JAMES HOOPER  Private 527939, 652 Agricultural Company, Labour Corps 

25 May 1889- 1968 

James was born on 25 May 1889 at Westhay, Otterford, the oldest child of James and Anna Hooper. 
James senior was a labourer; they were living near his brother Richard and family at Long Lye.  
Westhay is just off the main road (now the A303), below the Bishopswood Turnpike. At least three of 
James’s Hooper cousins also served in WWI.    
 
James went to school in BSM from 1894-1901 - his name is on their Roll of Honour. He was still at 
home at Westhay in 1901, when he was 11, but ten years later he’d moved out and was living at 
South Hill Farm, working as a Farm Servant for Frank Quick. On June 27 1912 he married 20 year old 
Harriet Louisa Yarde in BSM church; they were living at Cross Cottage (now known as Cross Hill) just 
across the way from South Hill, James still working as a farm labourer.  Their daughter Harriet was 
baptized at BSM on 4 October 1914; Dorothy was born in 1913, James and Anna in 1916 and 1917, 
and Winifred in 1919. There’s no record of further children. 
 
James’s Army Service Records have survived, so we have ample detail with which to trace at least 
the outlines of his career. One slightly surprising point is that he belonged to the Plymouth Brethren. 
He attested on 11 December 1915, giving his occupation as Cowman; he was assigned to the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery, but placed immediately in the Army Reserve.  He wasn’t mobilized until 25 
April 1917, and posted as Gunner to the 3rd C Reserve Battalion, at Hilsea, Portsmouth. 
 
It doesn’t appear that he was sent abroad, but on 30 January 1918 he was compulsorily  transferred 
to the Labour Corps, Taunton, to the 652 Agricultural Company, but remaining on his RFA pay. He 
was demobbed into the Z Reserve on the 19 February 1919. The family were still living at Cross 
Cottage.  One sheet among these Service Records is the ‘Application for a separation allowance for 
the newly born child of a sailor of soldier’ – this referred to Anna’s birth, and is carefully 
authenticated. 
 
At this point we lose sight of James and his family, but they reappear in the 1939 Register, living at 
‘Southview’, Blagdon Hill; James was working as a Builder’s Labourer.  He died in 1968 aged 79. 
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