ARTHUR POINTING, A/Serjeant 240391 2/5™ Somerset Light Infantry

Arthur Stewart (or Stuart) Pointing was born on October 27 1891, the son of Charles and
Beatrice Pointing. Charles was a Police Constable, and was evidently moved around in his
job. He and his son Arthur were both born in Radstock, whereas Arthur’s two younger sisters
were born in Hinton St George, where Charles was stationed in 1901. By 1911 they were
living in Taunton, in Cleveland Street. Arthur, now 19, was working as a hairdresser.

In 1918 he’s listed on the Combe St Nicholas Absent Voters’ List, living at Newtown; it’s
possible that his father was the local PC, as the Police house was in Newtown; otherwise
there seems no obvious connection with Newtown and Buckland for a family that finally
settled in Taunton. Arthur Pointing is Corporal 240391 in the 2/5" SLI on this list, but in fact
on the later Army lists he’s Acting Serjeant in the same Battalion. His original Army number
was 1843, an indication of early enlistment.

The 2/5" were raised at the start of the War, and sent to Burma and India on peacekeeping
activities up to May 1917. In the meantime in August 1915 a draft of troops (40 men and an
officer) was sent to reinforce troops already fighting in Mesopotamia — essentially the
modern Iraq. These troops were involved in the infamous siege of Kut, and appallingly
treated by the Turks on surrender. It doesn’t appear that Arthur Pointing was in this number.
The whole Battalion finished the war fighting in Mesopotamia.

Arthur was demobbed (‘disembodied’ was the term used of the Yeomanry) on January 26
1920; he was awarded the British War Medal, and the much less usual Territorial Forces
Medal; this was awarded to those who had served before August 1914 and had served outside
the UK. The Territorials had at this stage begun to replace the old Yeomanry battalions.
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After the war, in 1921, Arthur married Mabel Sharp, in Taunton; they had two children. In
the 1939 Register the family is still living in Taunton, and Arthur, following in the family
tradition, is a Police Superintendent — a man it seems born to lead, as his Army career too
suggests.

He died in 1972, at Manor Orchard, Taunton, at the age of 80.
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ROLL OF INDIVIDUALS entitled to the Territorial Force War Medal, granted under
Army Order 143 of 1920.
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