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WILLIAM HENRY LANG, Private  1130, 1/1st Dorsetshire Yeomanry 

               SQMS 230447, Corps of Hussars  
 

William was born on April 10 1892 at Kennford, Devon, where his father was working at that 

time. William Henry Lang, senior, was born in Winsham, and worked variously as a labourer, 

a groom and then coachman and gardener, his occupation in 1901 and 1911.  By 1911 the 

family was living at Hillside Cottage, Buckland St Mary, probably having moved there in 1905, 

when the  Albert and William junior started at Buckland School.  Hillside is just above Loose 

Cross, on the way out of the village. William senior may perhaps have been working for the 

family at the Rectory or at Buckland House – he was a Coachman. In 1911 William was living 

at home with his family, and working as a Grocer’s Assistant. 

 

It looks as though he had a particularly adventurous war; according to the School Roll of 

Honour he was wounded - given the actions he was in it would have been remarkable if he 

were not, but we can find no information on his injury. He must have joined up early, for on 

April 23 1915 he was in Egypt as a Private with the 1/1st Dorsetshire Yeomanry.  In August 

the Regiment was sent to Gallipoli and was involved in the Battles of Gallipoli, Sari Bair and 

Scimitar Hill. In December came the evacuation, and they returned to Egypt, where their 

Division joined the Western Front Force guarding the Suez Canal.   

 

“In February 1916 a large force of Senussi tribesmen, backed by Turkish and German Officers 

and with machine gun and artillery support, was located at Agagia near Sidi Barrani, about 75 

km east of the Egyptian/Libyan border. The Western Front Force staged an attack and during 

this battle, the retreating Senussi were charged by the Dorset Yeomanry with drawn swords 

across open ground and despite machine gun and rifle fire the 196 Dorset Yeomen drove the 

Senussi into headlong flight.” (Barbara Elsmore, SDFHS magazine, 2016) 

 

At some point William, perhaps when he was moved to the Corps of Household Cavalry, was 

promoted to SQMS – Squadron Quartermaster Serjeant. These Cavalry groups were integrated 

into and supportive of the line regiments. In February 1917 their Brigade took part in the first 

and second Battles of Gaza. It was  transferred to the Yeomanry Mounted Division for the third 

Battle of Gaza and the Battle of Beersheba.  The Dorsets remained in Palestine till the end of 

the War. (Wikipedia) 

 

William was demobbed, or ‘disembodied’(the term used for Yeomanry Regiments) on June 29 

1919. In the Absent Voters’ Register he and his brother Albert are both registered as living in 

Buckland St Mary, now at Laurel Cottage, just below the old Lamb and Flag.  

 

In 1920 he married Laura Beamish in the Swindon area; they had two children.  In the 1939 

Register he and Laura are living in Chippenham, and he’s working as an Iron foundry Checker.  

He died in Chippenham in 1950 aged 57. 
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There is much information on these campaigns online and at the National Army Museum 
and at the Keep Military Museum, Dorchester 
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1/1st Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry[edit] 

The 1st Line regiment was mobilised in August 1914 and attached to the 1st South Western 
Mounted Brigade. In September 1914, It was transferred to the 2nd South Midland Mounted 
Brigade, 2nd Mounted Division.[12] 

In 1915, it was deployed overseas to Egypt, then onwards to participate in 
the Dardanelles campaign, where it served as dismounted troops and was involved in the Battle 
of Gallipoli, the Battle of Sari Bair and the Battle of Scimitar Hill.[13] 

After the evacuation of Gallipoli, it returned to Egypt in January 1916 and became part of the 6th 
Mounted Brigade, an independent brigade that was involved in the Action of Agagia in February 
1916.[14] At this battle, the retreating Senussi were attacked by the Dorset Yeomanry with drawn 
swords across open ground.[15] Under fire, the Yeomanry lost half their horses, and about a third 
of their men and officers were casualties (58 of the 184 who took part). Colonel Soutar, leading 
the regiment in this charge, had his horse shot from under him and was knocked unconscious. 
When he came to, he found himself alone amongst a group of the enemy. He drew his revolver, 
shot several, and took the Turkish leader Jaffir Pasha prisoner.[16] 

In February 1917, 6th Mounted Brigade joined the Imperial Mounted Division and took part in 
the First and Second Battles of Gaza. I, June 1917, it was transferred to the Yeomanry Mounted 
Division for the Third Battle of Gaza and the Battle of Beersheba.[12] 

In July 1918, the Brigade was re-designated the 10th Cavalry Brigade and the Division the 4th 
Cavalry Division. The Regiment remained with them in Palestine until the end of the war.[12] 

 

 

Wikipedia Feb 2020 
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