
 

 

RICHARD SAMUEL GREENSLADE, 2nd Lieut Motor Machine Gun 

Corps 

      RFC & RAF Observation Officer 

 
Richard was born in Trull 1894, the elder son of farmer Richard Frank Greenslade. The 

family were then at Fairfield, Dipford, by 1911 at Chilliswood and by the end of the War at 

Moorseek Farm, Buckland St Mary. Richard’s mother Mary died in 1902 when she was only 

30, leaving Richard and his brother Cecil at a mere 7 and 6 years old. 

 

Interestingly Richard Frank’s younger brother, Walter Richard John Greenslade, is recorded 

as an Auctioneer in the 1891 census – he’s Greenslade of the well known Taunton 

Auctioneers.  When they moved up to Buckland Richard Frank became a Churchwarden – his 

signature is on the 1920 Faculty seeking permission for the installation of the War Memorial.   

 

Richard was first, like his brother Cecil, at Queens College, Taunton, and then at Sherborne, 

in Harper House, from 1909 to 1911, when he reached his 16th birthday. He was in the school 

shooting team. In the intervening years he worked in a bank in Torquay, but he emerges in 

sharper focus once the War began.  

 

He must have joined up early, by 1915 at the latest. His Medal Roll Index Card shows that he 

was a 2nd Lieutenant in the Motor Machine Gun Corps; the London Gazette confirms this on 

22 Sept 1915. The probability is that he then volunteered  for the Royal Flying Corps, 100th 

Squadron, becoming a Flying Officer in October 1917. Late in the war this was replaced by 

the more familiar RAF. 

 

In the same month - on either 24th October at Dieuze, or 26th October at Diefenbachhe – he 

was shot down behind the German lines in France. The War Office Daily List dated 5th 

November 1917 (No 5408) reported him initially as missing, but this was updated on 6th 

December 1917 (List No 5435) to ‘now reported prisoner of war in German hands’. 

 

Missing records deny us the full story of his captivity, but we know from the press report that 

he was held in Lemburg, (this was almost certainly Limburg POW camp) and then for at least 

part of the time in Karlsruhe POW camp. 

 

We know a little about Limburg: after battles early in the war lots of POWs from Irish 

Regiments were held there. Pte William O’Connell, who was held in Limburg for the 

duration of the war, said they encountered savagery and brutality of the worst kind and many 

Irishmen died from starvation. Richard was subsequently moved to Karlsruhe POW Camp. 

On 30th December 1918 the War Office Daily List (No 5758) reported that he had been 

released and was back in England. 

 

BUCKLAND ST MARY 
A Prisoner of War – The welcome news has been received by Mr Greenslade from the War Office 
that his son, Lieutenant R S Greenslade, RFC, who was reported missing about five weeks ago, is 
alive and well, but a prisoner of War in Lemburg.   

The Courier 5th December 1918 
 

 



 

 

In 1919 he  was granted a short service commission as an Observation Officer in the RAF (see 

London Gazette of 12 December). He was appointed an instructor at the Royal Air Force Staff 

College at Cranwell, Lincolnshire. In July 1925, at the annual Bisley Championships, he came 

joint fourth in the King’s Prize with a score of 95 (the winner scored 98). 

During this period he was evidently being moved around as defence needs dictated. A note on 

his MRIC dated 12/2/21 gives his address as 31 Squadron, RAF, Mhow, India,  but at some 

point he moved to Egypt, to No 4 Flying Training School at Abu Sueir.  In 1927 (London 

Gazette) he was given a permanent commission as a Flight Lieutenant. He was appointed an 

Instructor at the Royal Air Force Staff College, Cranwell 

 

At the turn of the decade Richard was based at RAF Abu Sueir in Egypt, as an instructor in 

No 4 Flying Training School.  

 

On 8th January 1930 Avro 504N J8981 collided in flight with Avro 504N J8716 of the same 

unit near the airfield. The pilot/instructor of Avro 504N J8716 (Richard - aged 35) was killed, 

as was the pilot/instructor of J8981, Flying-Officer Charles Edson Galpin RAF, from 

Wanganui, New Zealand and both pupils - Corporal W.M.Chilman RAF and Leading 

Aircraftman L.V. Green RAF. It was not clear which pupil was in which plane.   

 

His name is in the Sherborne School Book of Remembrance. 
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ORGINAL RESEARCH FOR THIS BIOG CARRIED OUT BY MIKE CANHAM: 

 

 

 

RICHARD SAMUEL GREENSLADE 

 

Richard was born on either 1st or 19th September 1894 (records vary) in Trull, 

and baptised on 30th September that year at the Parish Church of All Saints. 

 

His father was Richard Frank Greenslade (a farmer: born XX April 1868 in Trull, 

died 6th  November 1940 in Trull); his mother was Mary Ann Greenslade (nee 

Baker, born XX April 1872 in Donyatt where the family lived at Stibbear House, 

died 23rd June 1902): they had married in Donyatt on  1st November 1893. At 

the time of Richard’s birth the family were living at Fairfield in Dipford.  

 

Richard’s brother Cecil was born in Trull two years later on 9th December 1896: 

he died in Yeovil Somerset in December 1976.  

 

Walter .Richard John. Greenslade of Taunton - a well-known Somerset 

auctioneer of the time,  and linked to the company that is now Greenslade 

Taylor Hunt – was Richard’s uncle. He was well-known in Buckland St Mary as the 

auctioneer at the annual Buckland Fair (held until the early 1920s) – auctioning 

cattle and sheep.  

 

The 1901 Census shows all of the family living at Cot Cottage, Hawlett:  

 

Richard’s mother died when the brothers were still young (Cecil was 5, Richard 

7) and his father remarried on 9th September 1906. His stepmother was Annie 

Blanche Pollock (born 30th April 1860 in Paisley, Refrewshire, Scotland; died 

23rd July 1931 in Wellington Shropshire).  

 

Primary school?  Richard attended Queen’s College in Taunton (details), before 

moving to Sherborne School (where he was in Harper House) from September 

1909 to July 1911. He was in the School Shooting Team in 1910 and 1911. MORE 

INFO SOUGHT FROM SHERBORNE SCHOOL. 

 

In 1911 the family were living at Chillieswood Farm in Trull. We mostly lose sight 

of Richard after he leaves school – except for knowing that he worked in a bank 

in Torquay (which one – details) – until the war years. 

 



 

 

At this stage not clear why step-mother living in Wellington Shropshire. Probate 

was awarded to John Robert Russell Pollock (gentleman) and Revd Henry Douglas 

Fraser Pollock (Clerk). Looks as if separated/divorced – more to do here! 
 

In 1914 Richard enlisted as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Horse Artillery 

Motor Machine Gun Corps (more details ?) - this is confirmed in the London 

Gazette of 22nd September 1915. 

 

Later he transferred to (or, more likely, volunteered for) the Royal Flying 

Corps, 100th Squadron, and became a Flying Officer in October 1917.  

 

In the same month - on either 24th October at Dieuze, or 26th October at 

Diefenbachhe – he was shot down behind the German lines in France. The War 

Office Daily List dated 5th November 1917 (No 5408) reported him initially as 

missing, but this was updated on 6th December 1917 (List No 5435) to ‘now 

reported prisoner of was in German hands’..  
 

Missing records deny us the full story of his captivity, but we know from the 

press report that he was held in Lemburg, (this was almost certainly Limburg 

POW camp) and then for at least part of the time in Karlsruhe POW camp. 
 

We know a little about Limburg: after battles early in the war lots of POWs 

from Irish Regiments were held there. Pte William O’Connell, who was held in 

Limburg for the duration of the war, said they encountered savagery and 

brutality of the worst kind and many Irishmen died from starvation. By the 

start of 1915 (long before Richard was there) there were 2,200 Irish prisoners 

in Limburg camp. They were concentrated there for a special purpose: Roger 

Casement had approached the German government about raising an Irish 

brigade from Irish POWs. The brigade would fight against the British and be 

the vanguard of an invading army which would liberate Ireland from British rule, 

Casement told the prisoners. Its fair to say that the Irish soldiers refused his 

offer. 

 

Richard was subsequently moved to Karlsruhe POW camp. 

 

By the end of the war the family had moved to Moorseek farm in Buckland St 

Mary. Richard’s father (Richard Frank) became a churchwarden at St Mary’s, 

and his signature appears on the 1920 Faculty seeking permission to build the 

War Memorial.  

 

On 30th December 1918 the War Office Daily List (No 5758) reported that he 

had been released and was back in England. 

https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=Roger+Casement
https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=Roger+Casement


 

 

 

Back home Richard became an Observance Officer, and was appointed an 

instructor at the Royal Air Force Staff College at Cranwell, Lincolnshire. In July 

1925, at the annual Bisley Championships, he came joint fourth in the King’s 

Prize with a score of 95 (the winner XXXX scored 98). 
 

 

Having survived the war in 1919 Richard was granted a short service commission as an 

Observer Officer in the RAF (London Gazette, 12th December). No doubt he moved around 

the Empire as defence needs dictated: in February 1921 he was based at RAF, Mhow, India, 

with 31 Squadron. In 1927 (London Gazette, 8th Nov) he was given a permanent 

commission as as a Flight Lieutenant. his home was in Herefordshire.  
 

Family – did he marry/children? 

 

On 30th January 1928, acting as an Instructor, Richard took Duncan Menzies on 

his first training flight - which covered basic use of the controls, straight flying 

and gentle turns - in a venerable Avro 504,  aircraft F8709. Duncan was to 

become one of the most respected test pilots in the British aviation industry.- 

flying with the RAF, the Aeroplane & Armament Evaluation Establishment, and 

Fairey Aviation in a career spanning three decades. During his career he saw the 

aviation world develop from modest and basic open cockpits and few rules, to a 

time when the jet age was well underway. 
   

At the turn of the decade Richard was based at RAF Abu Sueir in Egypt, as an 

instructor in No 4 Flying Training School.  

 

Disaster befell. On 8th January 1930 Avro 504N J8981 collided in flight with 

Avro 504N J8716 of the same unit near the airfield. The pilot/instructor of 

Avro 504N J8716 (Richard - aged 35) was killed, as was the pilot/instructor of 

J8981, Flying-Officer Charles Edson Galpin RAF, from Wanganui, New Zealand 

and both pupils - Corporal W.M.Chilman RAF and Leading Aircraftman L.V. Green 

RAF. It was not clear which pupil was in which plane.          

 

At the time of Richard’s death his father and step-mother were living at 

Rosemount in Milverton (per Sherborne sxchool archives). 
 

Sources 

 

Western Morning News 

Sherborn School Archives/Records 

Memoirs of Richard Pym 1991 

Flying to the Edge by Matthew Willis is published by Amberley Publishing,  
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Servicing a plane at RAF Abu Sueir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menzies and instructor Flight Lt Richard Greenslade  

    before Menzies’ second flight in February 1928. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prisoner of War Camp 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Rachel Hassall 
Follow 
Greenslade, Richard Samuel (1894-1930) 

 
Sherborne School, UK, Book of Remembrance for former pupils who have lost their lives in the 

service of their country, 1919-1939 and 1946 to date. 

  

If you have any additional information about this individual, or if you use one of our images, we 

would love to hear from you. Please leave a comment below or email us via the Sherborne 

School Archives website: oldshirburnian.org.uk/school-archives/contact-the-school-... 

  

Credit: Sherborne School Archives, Abbey Road, Sherborne, Dorset, UK, DT9 3AP. 

  

Details: Richard Samuel Greenslade (1894-1930), born 1 September 1894 at Trull, Somerset, 

son of Richard Frank Greenslade and Mary Ann Greenslade (née Baker), Chilleswood Farm, 

Trull, Taunton, Somerset, later of Rosemount, Milverton, Somerset. Brother of Cecil Greenslade 

(1896-?). 

  

Attended Queen's College, Taunton, Somerset. 

  

Attended Sherborne School (Harper House) September 1909-July 1911; shooting viii team 

(1910, 1911). 

  

Worked in a bank at Torquay, Devon. 

  

WW1, Lieutenant, Somerset Royal Horse Artillery; Motor Machine Gun Service; 100th Squadron, 

RAF; served in France; prisoner of war in Germany for 14 months. Regular commission. 

  

Flight-Commander, Royal Air Force. 

  

Killed in a flying accident on 8 January 1930 when two Avro planes collided in the air at no.4 

Flying School, Abu Sueir, Egypt. 

  

Commemorated at: 

Sherborne School Book of Remembrance. 

  

Western Morning News, 10 January 1930: 

FLIGHT-LIEUT. GREENSLADE’S DEATH IN EGYPT. 

Flight-Lieut. Richard Samuel Greenslade, one of the four members of the Royal Air Force killed 

in the mid-air collision at Abu Sueir, Egypt was the eldest son of Mr and Mrs R.F. Greenslade, of 

Rosemount, Milverton, Somerset, formerly of Chilleswood Farm, Trull, near Taunton, where he 

was born. Educated at Queen’s College, Taunton, and at Sherborne School, he held a post in a 

bank at Torquay before the war. His first service in the war was as a gunner in the Royal Horse 

Artillery. Later he transferred to the Royal Air Force, and became a flying officer in October 1917. 

In the same month he was shot down behind the German lines in France, and remained a 

prisoner of war in Germany until December, 1918. Lieut. Greenslade came back to the Royal Air 

Force as an observer officer, and was appointed an instructor at the Royal Air Force Staff 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sherborneschoolarchives/


 

 

College at Cranwell, Lincolnshire. Mr W.R.J. Greenslade of Taunton, the well-known Somerset 

auctioneer, is an uncle of the deceased officer. 

 
• 1919-1939, 1946 to date, Sherborne School Book of Remembrance33 items 
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Probate for Richard Greenslade 
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