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CECIL GREENSLADE, Private 3/19045 Leicestershire Regiment 

      Gunner 95702, Tank Corps 

Cecil Greenslade was the younger brother of Richard Samuel Greenslade, born on December 

9 1896.  For his family background, see Richard’s entry. 

By 1911, aged 15, Cecil had left school and was working for his father Richard Frank at 

Moorseek Farm, Buckland St Mary. After his first wife’s death, his father had re-married, to 

Annie Blanche Pollock, of Paisley, Renfrewshire.  Between 1911 and the end of the War, the 

family had moved up the hill to Moorseek Farm, Buckland St Mary. 

There’s an odd incident, reported in The Western Gazette of November 11 1911, where Cecil 

is implicated in setting fire to a neighbour’s hayrick. The report reveals that he’d attended 

Queens College, which seems not to have suited him, but that when the family moved to 

Buckland he seems to have been more settled, and joined the Church Choir. 

Like his brother, Cecil joined up early in the war; he was in France by July 14 1915, as his 

Medal Roll Index Card shows. 

 

He appears to have started in the 1st Leicesters, and then transferred, or was transferred, to the 

5th Tank Corps.  The first tanks were used in September 1915: 

“At best, the early tanks could achieve a top speed of 4 miles per hour. On the battlefield this 

was rarely realised and in many cases infantry moved far faster. The machines were crewed by 

a Subaltern, 3 Drivers and 4 Gunners, of which one was an NCO. Interior conditions were truly 

appalling, being a combination of intense heat, noise and exhaust from the engine, violent 

movement as the tank crossed the ground and molten metal splash as bullets struck the plating. 

Men would often be violently sick or badly incapacitated by the conditions and were often in 
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no fit state to continue after quite short journeys. It was difficult to communicate within the 

tank and with men and other tanks outside. The tank officer often had to get out and walk, to 

reconnoitre his path or to work with the infantry. The tanks also proved to be mechanically 

unreliable and vulnerable to shellfire. Some tanks carried a wire frame on the roof, designed to 

deflect grenades. Nonetheless, the first appearance of the tanks caused considerable alarm to 

the Germans … until they realised their shortcomings and began to organise tactics and 

armament to defend against them.” The Long Long Trail 

We haven’t yet been able to establish the details of Cecil’s career in the Tank Corps, except 

that the Buckland St Mary Absent Voters List of 1918 records ‘Gunner, Tank Corps, 

Alexandria’, suggesting that he may well have served in Palestine. Unfortunately the relevant 

War Diary WO 95/4407 (held at the National Archives) has not yet been digitised, so is not 

easily accessible. If he did serve there, he would have been in E Company, Heavy Branch 

Machine Gun Corps (later renamed the Palestine Tank Detachment). Both The Tank Museum 

and the online “Long Long Trail” have interesting pieces about the early tank sections. 

Cecil was married in 1919 to Irene Mildred Day in Sculcoates, East Riding; they had three 

children, Richard, Donald and Blanche. 

In the 1939 Register for England & Wales he’s living with his wife and family in Yeovil, and 

working as a Pig Keeper; this reveals that  during WW2 he was an Air Raid Warden. He died 

in 1976 in Yeovil. 

Tank Corps Badges 
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