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EDWARD ABRAHAM JACKMAN GRABHAM, Corporal (Acting 

Serjeant Major) 

13123 Royal Engineers, 1st King George’s Own Sappers and Miners 

 

                                                    
 
 
Edward Grabham, born on December 24 1884, was the son of Abraham Grabham, a former 

Private in the Royal Marines Light Infantry, Plymouth Division. Abraham was married in 1880, 

while stationed in East Stonehouse, Plymouth, to a widow, Mary Spry, nee Jackman; she died 

a few months after Edward’s birth.  Abraham remarried and had seven more children, including 

Edward’s half-brother William Henry, who was killed in Palestine in 1917 and is on the BSM 

War Memorial, and Fred and Frank, whose names are on the Survivors Memorial Board – four 

sons in the Forces; what a burden of worry. 

 

Abraham was born in Otterford. He returned to the Blackdown Hills when he retired from the 

Marines, living in Meanwood and then Little Hill, so Edward went to school in Buckland St 

Mary for a couple of years, leaving in 1896. In 1901 he was living at home in Little Hill, and 

working as a Blacksmith’s Apprentice, but by 1911 he was married, with a three year old son, 

and was a Lance Corporal in the Royal Engineers, living in Gosport. His wife Alice (nee Hayes) 

was born in Fareham; they married in 1906. 

 

Our next glimpse of Edward is at the outbreak of War: on August 25 he was stationed in 

Rorkee, in Uttar Pradesh.  This information comes from reading his Medal Roll Index Card in 

conjunction with the War Diary of the 1st King George’s Own Sappers and Miners– his Service 

Records have not survived. He was by then in this regiment, and was serving (at some point in 

the War) as Company Serjeant Major.  This Regiment was an updated version of a regiment 

attached to the Bengal Presidency. The Card has a series of numerical and alphabetic 

hieroglyphics which are hard for the uninitiated to interpret. ‘EM’ reveals that he was 

Mentioned in Dispatches. A note dated after the War reads ‘Under Secretary of State India 

Office forwards nominal Roll of entry to the Eml: 4.1.21’.  

 

On August 31 1914 the regiment arrived in Bombay (now Mumbai).  On September 2nd they 

embarked on SS Urlana, and, via Aden and Port Said, they reached Marseilles on September 

26. By October 1 they were at Vielle Chapelle, Pas de Calais, near Bethune, and there they 

stayed until September 1915, when the 1st King George Sappers and Miners War Diary runs 

out. The National Archives appears not to have later volumes. 
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There is obviously more to tell, but we haven’t been able to find further war references.  Edward 

Grabham of 15 Quarters, the Barracks, Hertford died on April 13 1935 at the Post Office, Lee 

on Solent, Hampshire.  His executor was his widow Alice; he left £252-3-6. 
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