
SAMUEL JOHN EVERY, Private 215910 ASC 

Samuel was the second son of James John Every and his wife Emma.  J.J. Every ran the Post 

Office, Grocer’s shop, and a shoemaking business, and seems to have been a prime mover in 

Buckland society. Samuel went into the butcher’s trade, and in 1901 was living in the High 

Street in Taunton, working as a Butcher’s Assistant for Jane Baker, ‘Superintendent Butcher’.  

In 1908 he married Amelia Alice Greenslade of Staplegrove, and they moved to Tiverton, 

where their daughter Kathleen, their only child, was born in 1909. In 1911 they were living at 

6 East View, Chapel Street; Samuel was working as a Journeyman Butcher. 

We are fortunate in finding that Samuel’s Army Service Records have survived, so we have a 

pretty well documented picture of his Army career. Samuel attested in Exeter on December 

9 1915; he gives his age as 32 years, 246 days.  He was 5ft 5in, with a chest measurement 

(fully expanded) of 39in. He was called up on September 23 1916, as a Butcher in the ASC, 

later RASC, and proved himself as a First Hand in slaughtering. He left for France from 

Southampton on October 22 1916 on board SS Archangel, arriving in Le Havre on the 23rd. On 

November 15 he was posted to 2nd Field Butchery. 

His Active Service Casualty Form logs some of the main points in his Army career. He was on 

leave from November 19 1917 to December 4th. At the beginning of 1918 he was classified as 

B1, suffering from a double hernia. On March 14 1918 he was admitted to the 2nd General 

Hospital with a cut 

forehead, and 

discharged on the 

26th.  He seems to 

have been unlucky 

here, as on May 2 he 

fell while trying to 

jump onto a moving 

tram (as described 

below and on the 

next page) and 

ended up with 

contusions and 

abrasions to his  

brow and eyelid. The Army documents everything, and there is a Report on Accidental or Self-

Inflicted Injuries detailing just what happened, where (the Boulevard de Strasbourg, Havre) 

and the consequences – no Disciplinary Action to be taken. 

On September 27 1918 Samuel was promoted to Lance (or ‘Assistant’ here) Corporal, and to 

Corporal on January 7 1919. In the meantime he’d been on leave in France from November 

24 to December 8 1918, and then UK leave from May 13 to 25 1919.  He was finally demobbed 

on August 5 1919, signing a standard form to say he was not claiming for any disability. 

Once he was out of the Army, information stops, but surfaces again in the 1939 Register of 

England and Wales; he is still working as a butcher and is living with his wife near 



Stonegallows in Taunton.  He died in August 1958 at the age of 76, leaving an estate of some 

£6000. 

 

Samuel’s report on his accident 

in Le Havre. 
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