FREDERICK EDWIN DURMAN, Gunner 620696 18" Brigade RHA

Edwin (as he seems to have been known in the family) was born on July 3 1891, one of the
five children of Frederick and Harriet Durman. Father Frederick, a mason, had been born in
Cardiff, but the rest of the family were Somerset born. When Edwin and his brother William
were still in the Forces the family were living at Reddie Hill Farm, Birchwood. Edwin went to
Brown Down School between May 1896 and July 1904. It appears he too was probably
working as a mason.

As is common with these young men we have no further information till he appears in the
Army, but we don’t have details of his career and whether he served abroad; the roll listing
his medal entitlement is no more revealing.

The Absent Voters Register of 1918 and 1919 shows him still in the Army, a Gunner in the 18t
Brigade , RHA.

Edwin was married in 1920 to Beatrice Sumption. They had 5 children between 1921 and
1937: Mildred, Stella, Harold, Olive and Grace. At the time of the 1939 Register of England &
Wales they were living at Tan House Farm, Ashculme. Edwin died aged 53 in 1944.
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