
JOSHUA WILLIAM DURMAN – Airman 108305 RFC/RAF 

 

William (as it appears he was known) was born on October 8 1886, the second of the five 

children of Frederick and Harriet Durman. All were Buckland St Mary born, except father 

Frederick, born in Cardiff. William started at Brown Down School on November 2 1891, 

leaving in November 1899.   

The Durmans seem to have had a problem with Christian names – brother Frederick Edwin 

was known as Edwin, while William features as William John on the Absent Voters list, 

Joshua being squeezed in last minute on the School Register, and misspelt but then corrected 

on the 1891 Census. 

In 1911 William was living at home in Birchwood, at Reddie Hill Farm, working as a painter. 

His father and brother George were masons. When his service in the Forces began on May 15 

1917 he was working as a Carpenter and Steam Engine Sawyer.  He was 5ft 43/4in, his chest 

32”, his religion Baptist. He entered the RFC (Royal Flying Corps) on December 12 1917, 

moving into the RAF on April 1 1918, when it replaced the RFC.  He transferred to the RAF 

Reserve on February 28 1919, and was discharged on April 30 1920. 

William died early in 1922 aged 35.  He was unmarried. 

 

 

Report from The Courier 4.7.17 of proceedings of the Chard Tribunal 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


