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EDWIN GEORGE JAMES DENNING 
(-) 

30 December 1885-1937 
 

Edwin, or Edward (as with his father of the same name, there’s confusion here) was born on 30 

December 1885, and christened in BSM Church on 7 March 1886.  He was the second oldest of the 

eleven children of Edwin and Sarah Denning; Edwin senior worked all his life as an agricultural 

labourer.  He was born in Yarcombe and his wife in Broadway, but the family moved between 

Otterford and BSM, settling finally at Lodge, BSM, where Edwin died in 1939, aged 86.  Sarah had 

pre-deceased him by many years, dying in 1918. 

At least two of Edwin’s brothers (Arthur and Cecil, see the section Those Who Survived WWI) had 

emigrated to Canada, one remaining there, one returning to England.  It has proved difficult to 

locate Edwin in the War years, and we thought he too might have emigrated, finding promising leads 

which in the end proved fruitless.  We still do not know what he did in that time. Our only pointers 

are a reference to him by the Rector, Arthur Lance, telling Sam Pym in a letter of November 1916 

that Edward had been wounded, and a mention in the BSM School Roll of Honour also listing him as 

wounded, but with no further details.  In fact neither Edwin nor his brothers and sisters went to BSM 

School, but he must have been well known. 

In 1901 Edwin was working at Magin [Madgeon] Farm for Jabez Wyatt as a Stockman.  We can’t be 

quite sure of this, as his second name, George, is used, though his age and place of birth are correct. 

Likewise at the time of the 1911 Census, George Denning is a visitor at Stockers Week Farm, Luppitt, 

farmed by Harry Norton. His place of birth, Otterford, is correct, but his age, 23, has shrunk by a 

couple of years. But no other candidates can be found. 

We don’t know what he did after the War, but in 1920 he married Ella Norton in the Honiton area.  

They had five children, George, Alice (known as Marjorie), Muriel, William and Hilda, but Edwin died 

early at the age of 51 in the Exeter area. In the 1939 Register Ella, with her children, was living in at 

The Vicarage, Exwick Hill as Housekeeper to the Vicar, James Prowse.  Both Ella and the Vicar were 

ARP Wardens. 
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