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ARTHUR WILLIAM DENNING, 88th Btn Canadian Expeditionary 

Force, The Victoria Fusiliers 
 

Arthur was born on 16th June 1895 in Buckland St Mary, and baptised there on 11th 

August that year. His parents were Edwin and Sarah Denning. His younger   

brother, Cecil Robert John, also served – see his entry for further family details. We 

haven’t been able to discover where either of them went to school. By 1911 Arthur, 

aged 15, was working as a cow boy on Windsor Farm, Luppitt for William Rosewell. 

 

How long he worked there we don’t know, but on 9th May 1913 he sailed on the SS 

Corinthian from Plymouth to Quebec. He was listed as a farm labourer - most likely 

seeking adventure and a new life. 

 

 

The Times Monday 23rd December 1918 

 

But then in 1914 came the war, and on 11th January 1916 Arthur enlisted in the  88th 

Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (The Victoria Fusiliers). He was 5’ 5” 

tall, with blue eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion; he described himself as a 

farmer, and was still single. (His attestation papers are on our WW1 website). 

 

The Battalion received marching orders on 20th May 1916 which reportedly were 

received with cheers of enthusiasm from officers and men. Three days later the first 

units of the Battalion sailed to the UK aboard the SS Princess Charlotte. Others 

followed on the White Star Liner Olympic a week later.  

 

Once in England, and based initially at Westenhanger near Hythe in Kent, the 

Battalion was absorbed into the 30th Reserve Battalion on 18th July 1916. and 

became, in practice, a recruiting organisation – providing reinforcements for front line 

regiments and support/service battalions.  

 

about:blank
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(below) 88th   Battalion boarding SS Princess Charlotte  

in Victoria Harbour,  British Columbia 

 

We have no details of Arthur’s war-time service but a diary entry from Harold Hartley 

Littler (who travelled in the second transport on 30th May) details his journey, his time 

in England, and subsequent transfer to a Pioneer Battalion. By September Harold was 

working alongside and supporting the front-line troops, and remained in France and 

Belgium for the remainder of the war. It seems likely that Arthur’s experience was 

similar. 

 

Early in 1919, and back in the UK, Arthur married Florence May Prince  in Taunton – 

she was from  Kings Norton, Birmingham; following their return to Canada they had 

three.children.  
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Florence died of a brain tumour aged 51 in 1947.  

Arthur married again, to Ada Benn, and died on 

10th August 1982. He is buried, alongside almost 

all of his immediate family (including members 

who died both before and after him) at Riverview 

Cemetery in Wallaceburg, Chatham-Kent 

Municipality, Ontario, Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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The original research on Arthur Denning carried out by Mike Canham – 

includes some duplcation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTHUR WILLIAM DENNING 

 

Arthur was born on 16th June 1895 in Buckland St Mary: and baptised at 

St Mary’s Church on 11th August that year.       

 

 His father was Edwin (sometimes Edward) James Denning: his mother 

 Sarah. One brother, Cecil Robert John, is also listed in this book – see his 

 entry for fuller family details.  
 

Gaps / school/ work – prior to him sailing to Canada in 1913 

 

On 9th May 1913 Arthur sailed on the ss Corinthian from Plymouth to 

Quebec in Canada. We don’t know specifically why, but he was listed as a 

farm labourer and it is likely he was seeking work and possibly permanent 

emigration.  

 

The ship was built in 1900 (launched on 19th March that year) by 

Workman, Clark & Co Ltd of Belfast, for the Allan Line of Liverpool. 

Originally having accommodation for 50-1st, 150-2nd and 400-3rd class 

passengers; she was rebuilt in 1908 and reconfigured to carry 280-2nd 
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and 900-3rd class passengers. She was used just once – in 1914 - as a 

Canadian Expeditionary Force troopship. One of the soldiers who went to 

war on her that day was future Canadian Prime Minister Lester B Pearson. 

On 10th December 1918 – just ten days after the war ended - the 

Corinthian was en-route from St. John, New Brunswick. to the UK loaded 

with supplies (mostly ham, bacon, beef and flour to alleviate post-war 

shortages in the UK) when in thick fog she struck the Northwest Ledge 

of Brier Island, three miles north-west of Westport in the Bay of Fundy, 

and was grounded and wrecked. Whilst there was no loss of life, the 

Captain and the Chief Officer were found guilty of ‘indifferent 

seamanship’.. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Times Monday 23rd December 1918 

 

Maybe he continued to work as a labourer when he first arrived, but 

three years later when he enlisted in the CEF (see below) he described 

himself as a farmer.   

 

On 11th January 1916 Arthur enlisted 88th Battalion of the Canadian 

Expeditionary Force (the Victoria Fusiliers). He was 5’ 5” tall, with blue 

eyes, brown hair and a fresh complexion. His stated his religion was CoE, 

and he was still single. 
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The Battalion received marching orders on 20th May 1916 which were 

received with cheers of enthusiasm from officers and men. Three days 

later the first units of the Battalion sailed to the UK aboard the SS 

Princess Charlotte. Others followed on the White Star Liner Olympic a 

week later.  

 

 
    

(below) 88th   Battalion boarding SS Princess Charlotte  

in Victoria Harbour,  British Columbia 
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Once in England, and based initially in Westenhanger in Kent, the 

Battalion was absorbed into the 30th Reserve Battalion on 18th July 1916. 

and became, in practice, a recruiting organisation – providing 

reinforcements for front line regiments and support/service battalions.  

 

We have no details of Arthur’s war-time service but a diary entry from 

Harold Hartley Littler (who travelled in the second transport on 30th 

May) details his journey, his time in England, and subsequent transfer to a 

Pioneer Battalion. By September Harold was working alongside and 

supporting the front-line troops, and remained in France and Belgium for 

the remainder of the war. It seems likely that Arthur’s experience was 

similar. 

 

Early in 1919, and back in the UK, Arthur married Florence May Prince 

(born 13th October 1895 in Kings Norton, near Birmingham) in Taunton. 

 

Following their return to Canada they had four children. 

 

Edith Helen (born 1920, died on 12th September 2008) : Edith married 

Benoit Boyce Edward (1921 to 1973). 

 

Edna (born 10th April 1924, died on 5th October 2012): Edna married Van 

Landeghem    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald Arthur (born 9th March 1932, died aged just 1 on 11th April 1933).  

 

Florence (no date of birth, but died on 7th August 1947 aged 51).  

 

Need details of the rest of his life in Canada. 

 

Check what happened to Florence May. In XXX Arthur married again: his 

new wife was Ada Lizzie Benn (born 30th March 1906, died in 1996). 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Arthur pre-deceased Ada, dying on 10th August 1982. He is buried, 

alongside almost all of his immediate family (including members who died 

both before and after him) at Riverview Cemetery in Wallaceburg, 

Chatham-Kent Municipality, Ontario, Canada 

 

 

 

(Source: Libraries & Archives Canada, Government of Canada) 

 

 

Researched and written by Mike Canham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


