WILLIAM DEVONPORT BERRY, Trooper 4454, 1% Life Guards (Machine
Gun Corps)

William was the third generation of the Berry family with this name. His grandfather was born
in Devonport (hence the name?) in about 1834; in 1881 he was living at Road Farm with his
wife Margaret and children Elizabeth, James, William Devonport junior aged 14, and Alice;
William senior was a well-known cattle dealer.

In May 1897 William junior married Mary Pike in Whitestaunton; he was a dealer and the
landlord of the Rising Sun Inn. William Devonport the youngest was born on September 19
1898. He was the only child, and by 1911 the family were back in Buckland. Young William
was 12, and still at school.

His name is on Buckland St Mary
School’s Roll of Honour, written up
at the back of the School’s Log
Book; he’s in the Life Guards, and
his father is again noted as a dealer,
and living at Newtown. William was
at the school for about 18 months,
leaving in November 1906.

We are fortunate in that the Guards’
records were stored separately from
the general Army Service Records,
and are now kept, undamaged, at the

| i 30 ek 51y, 180 o, 7 o o o s 6, i National Archives, so that we have a
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‘- full record of William’s service.

He attested on September 16 1916 shortly before his 18" birthday. Why the Lifeguards? A
glance at his Attestation papers gives us the probable explanation: he was 6’13, weighed 15
stone with a 33/35 chest measurement and 20/20 vision. The Medical Officer wrote “Fit - nice
clean boy” on his medical! He was placed in the Army Reserve; his service was reckoned from
May 5 1917. Interestingly, his mother Mary is noted as Next of Kin on his papers, although his

— v ‘— father was still alive.
' s On May 5 1918 he was transferred

| s , to the No 1(1* Life Guards)
I BERR Y T e Machine Gun Battalion, which had
////,K/MM ATC/AEATHN e been formed in March that year.

) He arrived in Boulogne on June
_ viorowr /Hé/a@ﬁ/ /4 A 28™M and joined the Machine Gun

Medal. Roll.

*;v TN ‘a | Depot at its base at Camiers, Pas de
4 e Calais on June 29™. Camiers was

Q/ ,7/% e/ 57 7 Lhid o dok-c H& )61 adjacent to the huge bgse camp t'.:lt
oo o ¢ - ‘ Etaples. Further mention of this
R e transfer is dated August 23; he

joined the Battalion in the field on
December 6 1918 — by which time of course the Armistice had been signed.



Silver War Badge

He was transferred back to England on March 4 1919 as “no longer
physically fit for War Service”, and in August appeared before an
Invaliding Board at Bath War Hospital. His disability is given as D.A.H.
— Disordered Action of the Heart; it seems that this would now be
categorised as Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. One is left to wonder what can have happened
to this fit young man, who served only at the tail end of the war in France, to leave him in this
state. He was awarded a Silver War Badge and a pension. The last instalment of his pension
was assessed on January 5" 1921, with a final payment of 7/6 for 35 weeks, based on a “6-14%
Degree of Disablement”, down from an earlier assessment of 20%.

William was married at Christchurch in 1923 to Gertrude Florence Day; they had 3 children.
They farmed near Bridgwater; in the 1939 Register they were at Crossways Farm and later at
Boomer Farm. William died in 1960 aged 61. His son Eric and daughter Margot Spearing were
his executors.
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A wedding at Buckland St. Mary, 18th November 1897: g b
of Castle Beacon, to Emma Berry, aged 4O, The man seated on the left is Devonpor

a well-known cattle dealer living in Buckland. From a photograph in the possession of

G. Mutter.
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