Private

CHARLES CLIDER HOOPER
30246, Devon & Cornwall Light Infantry
55701, Somerset Light Infantry
(20 April 1893-19 October 1977)

Charles was born on 20 April at Westhay, Otterford, the son of James and Anna Hooper. James was a general
labourer, and the family lived near his brother Richard and his household at Long Lye. Westhay is just off the
main road (now the A303), below the Bishopswood Turnpike. Charles’s brother James also served in WWI,
as did at least three of their Long Lye Hooper cousins. Neither of them is on the Buckland St Mary Memorial
of those who served, but their names are on the School’s Roll of Honour, Charles noted as serving in the SLI.

Charles started at School on the 7 August 1896, which makes him just over three; he is not alone - they must
have had a nursery section! This is clear from the ages of his contemporaries, and appears to have been a
commonplace.

Buckland St Mary School

Charles had been christened at Buckland St Mary on 21 May 1893, his name recorded in the Register as Charles
Clita, though when used elsewhere it is written Clider. This is a mystery we have not been able to solve. Where
did the name come from? It is not to be found in censuses or birth records of the wider family, and the other
point to bear in mind is that both his parents were illiterate — when they passed on his name they had no means
of correcting what was written down.

When Charles left school is not recorded - probably
in 1906 at the age of 13 — but by 1911 he was working
as a carter for the Barnes family at New Barn Farm,
Yarcombe. Charles himself was almost certainly
literate (he would have benefitted, unlike his parents,
from the 1870 Education Act) but his second name [
is still oddly recorded - Kelita this time.

In 1914 Charles married Dorothy Caroline Sparkes; §

her parents came from Whitestaunton and Yarcombe, =
but by the time of Dorothy’s birth in 1894 they were =
in London; in 1901 they were living in Great Earl
Street, St Giles-in-the-Fields, her father Thomas | = =«
working as a Brewer’s stoker. By 1911 Dorothy and




her older brother William were back in the west |

country, working for Frederick Hurford and

his family at Colburns (now Coburns) Farm, | '

Bishopswood, William as a Waggoner, Dorothy
as a domestic servant.

By the time Charles was called up they had two

children, Dorothy born in 1915, William in 1916; &5

then there is a gap till 1920, suggestive of the fact
that Charles might have been away. Then we have
Harold, Freda, Ivy, Alan and Frederick - the last
born in the Cardiff area. Could Charles have
been with his Hooper cousins, several of whom
were living in South Wales?

Going back to the war years we have a brief and
not very informative glimpse of him. It looks as

Coburns Farm

though he was conscripted first into the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, and was then transferred into the
SLI. As his Medal Roll Index Card has no details of which Battalions he was in it is impossible to deduce more;
he was probably conscripted in 1916, but we cannot tell for certain whether or not he was sent abroad, or when

he was demobbed.

Jump forward 20 years to the 1939 register, and the family is living in Marsh, in Yarcombe parish. Charles is
working as a roadman, and their oldest son William is living at home, working as a Farm carter. It is noted that
Charles is in the ARP decontamination section.

Whitecliff, Seaton, Devon

The grave of Charles & Dorothy
Hooper in the graveyard of the church
of St John the Baptist, Yarcombe

Charles and Dorothy died and are buried in Yarcombe,
Devon, Dorothy on 19 February 1969, and Charles on 19
October 1977 aged 84.

When he died Charles was living at Whitecliff near Seaton,

Devon.
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