
THOMAS HARRIS,  Pioneer 120096 370 For.Coy., Royal Engineers 

 

Thomas’s name is listed in the Buckland St Mary School Register; he was born on September 

19 1880, the son of William Harris, a Labourer of Whitestaunton.  He came to the school on 

September 11 1891, having previously been at Whitestaunton School. 

We can’t find his name on any Census returns, so the next mention is on his Medal Roll 

Index Card, from which it appears that he must have enlisted in the Army early in 1915 – he 

was in France by September 24 that year. 

The Absent 

Voters listing, 

however, is 

much more 

informative. 

Thomas was in 

the 370 For[est] 

Company, R.E.  

From a study of 

their War 

Diaries it 

appears they 

were set up by 

October 1917, 

formed from 

the 10th Labour 

Battalion of the 

R.E..  They were based at Rétonval, “a small village of forestry and farming in the Pays de 

Bray, SE of Dieppe”. They carried out forest work, felling, charcoal burning, sending the 

timber off by train.  Their days sound dull, but at least not too dangerous.  Day after day  they 

“Work in forest as usual”, with Sundays spent cleaning up the Sawmills. 

 

Perhaps the boredom became too much. On March 18 1918 “No 120096 Pnr Harris, T., 

awarded 14 days F.P.No 1 for being unfit for duty owing to drunkenness when paraded for 

charcoal burning at 9pm 16/3/18.” Field Punishment No 1 meant “you were attached standing 

full-length to a fixed object (either a post or a gun wheel) for up to 2 hours a day for a 

maximum of 21 days”. 

 



 
 

 

The Company seem not to have been affected by the German Spring Offensive in early 1918.  

From February 1919 they began to pack up, and are all gone by late March. 

 

He was discharged on April 18 1919 into Class Z, a classification that was intended to make 

it easy to recall soldiers quickly if need be.   

 

 He’s on the Absent Voters Roll of 1918/19, when he was living at Beehive Farm. From 1920 

to 1922 the Electoral Register shows he’s at Coal Furze, evidently lodging with the Knight 

family;  from 1924-25 he’s with Thomas and Alice Spiller at Brokenway (off Hare Lane). 

After that, nothing. 
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Field Punishment No 1 for Pioneer T Harris 
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References for War Diaries for  370 Forestry Company, Royal Engineers         


